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Abstract:  

"Previous studies concerning the transmission of knowledge and skills among hunter-gatherers have 

highlighted the relative autonomy of children in creating their own learning space. Processes of social 

learning in mixed-age groups such as observation, imitation and participation in adult activities, are 

described as common methods of acquiring knowledge and skills. Informal knowledge exchange, 

storytelling, and playtime are also central building blocks in learning social norms and cultural 

practices. 

One crucial component of traditional knowledge systems relates to food and food acquisition 

practices. Hunter-gatherer children are traditionally exposed at an early age to hunting animals, 

gathering honey and a variety of wild plants for food and medicine. Among several groups, certain 

animals and plants are even considered “children’s food”, and are rarely hunted or eaten by adults. 

Children acquire food-related knowledge and practices by both vertical and horizontal knowledge 

transmission, in a situated experimental learning environment with a general lack of formal 

instruction. In recent decades, virtually all hunter-gatherer communities have undergone substantial 

social changes that make hunting and gathering as subsistence activity increasingly difficult. 

Consequently, the acquisition of traditional knowledge and practices also became challenging for the 

young generation. 

In this session, we wish to explore the ways in which contemporary hunter-gatherer children 

familiarize themselves with hunter-gatherer knowledge systems – in particular those related to the 

acquisition of food and medicine. How and to what degree do they acquire the skills and practices that 

their parents and ancestors possess? How have transmission methods changed over time? How are 

changes in transmission related to changes in available resources? What external and internal factors 

influence shifts in transmission processes? While we particularly invite submissions investigating 

hunter-gatherer children’s knowledge and practices about their food systems, we also welcome 

submissions relevant to traditional knowledge transmission in a broader sense."     
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